HAZRAT-I-A'LA DEVISES TO DIVERT THE ENEMY
The consultation of Hasrat-i-Ala with the ministers of
the court; the dispatch of Muhammad Afadwa Jill
Khan and Clive (later on Lord dive}, the sardar
of ihc English forces, with a victorious army to
subdue llic town of Arcol and its fort and the sub-
jugation.
When weakness overtook the besieged at jXTattharnagar, on
account of the protraction of the siege and the stubbornness of
the enemy, HazraL-i-A'lfi contrived to divide the attention of the
enemy and thus to remove the weariness of his own men and
clear the roads for the coming in of provisions. Accordingly
Hazrat-i-Alfi dispatched Muhammad Madlna All Khan,i
(1) Captain Clive on his return from Trichinopoly in the middle of
August, represented the state of affairs to Governor Saunders and offered
to attack the possessions of Chanda Sahib in the territory of Arcot so
as to cause a diversion of his troops from Trichinopoly. The suggestion
was accepted. Fort St. David and Madras were left with only 100 and
50 men respectively, and all the other available troops consisting of 300
sepoys and 200 Europeans equipped with three field-pieces marched on the
26th of August and arrived aj: Conjeevaram 3 days later. On the 31st of
August Clive reached the neighbourhood of Arcot; a few hours after his
arrival the garrison abandoned the fort in a movement of panic. Clive found
a large quantity of gunpowder and eight pieces of cannon in the fort and
collected provisions and materials in order to sustain a siege which he
foresaw.
The credit for this diversion to Arcot should go in part to the Nawwab
himself, as for some time past he had been proposing it. Captain
Gingen was even told that he might leave a garrison in the Trichinopoly
country and march with the remainder to Arcot. But, he was "too
sluggish and denied the possibility of such a course". Possibly Muhammad
All urged his Arcot plan on Clive, because the latter, immediately on his
return from Trichinopoly, proposed to Saunders that he should be sent into
the Arcot country with any troop that could be spared. Moreover, it should
be remembered that Clive's important object then was to raise contributions
for Muhammad AH and to interfere with the collection of revenue for Chanda
Sahib. (See Country Correspondence 1751, pp. 42 and 48 and Dodwell's
Dupleix and Clive, pp. 56 and 57.) In a letter, dated 17th Sep, 1751, from
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